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Sectarianism, and we possess no reliable data on the conversion of
the Sectarians to Orthodoxy. The Russian "inner mission" found
itself in a difficult and ambiguous position, in which it was placed
by the general course of Russian religious history. Neither the state
nor the church had foreseen that it was possible to choose a religion
according to one's personal conviction. Faith was regarded as some-
thing innate, inseparable from nationality, a second nature, so to
speak. Consequently, up to the revolution, freedom of conscience
and religious toleration were understood as the right of other na-
tionalities within the Empire to profess their own creed. Not so
long ago the Russian missionaries insisted that Baptism be re-
garded as a "German faith" and refused to recognize as Baptists the
Russians who supported this doctrine. A native Orthodox Russian,
notwithstanding his religious convictions, could not legally cease to
be Orthodox. The existence of the Schism could not be denied, but
the official tendency of the law was to "ignore every new case of
"perversion" and to accept as Schismatics only those who were born
in the Schism. The law recognized only the defection to "particu-
larly pernicious" sects, while in other cases the "perverted" one was
subject only to being restored to the bosom of the church, and in
his stead the authorities punished his "perverter." In these circum-
stances it was natural for those leaving the church to conceal the
fact of their defection, and especially its exact time. A direct result
of this abnormal condition was a distortion of the aim of the
"inner mission," a situation which was deplored by the mission-
aries themselves, for it changed the duties of the clergy from re-
ligious ones to those of inquisition and police.
The natural outcome of compulsory or self-interested conversion
to Orthodoxy was a marked decline in the inner life of the Ortho-
dox. In 1859 the ecclesiastical authorities investigated the religious
life among the 51,474^00 Orthodox in Russia, and found that only
35,087,097 of them partook of the Holy Communion or went to
confesssion. "From mere neglect" 3^17,231 adults and 9^32,234 chil-
dren never observed the rites. Some 819,951 of them made excuses,
which were accepted as satisfactory, but 726,982 avoided confession
"because of their tendency towards the Schism, and in this category
perhaps should be included the 2,196,714 who went to confession
but did not partake of the Holy Communion. So we have three